
A	  Montclair	  State	  College	  and	  Newark	  Public	  Schools	  Connection	  
	  

During	   the	   1940’s	   and	   1950’s,	   there	  was	   a	   trio	   of	   young	   secondary	  mathematics	  
teachers	  from	  the	  Newark	  Public	  Schools	  who	  initiated	  city-wide	  activities	  in	  math-
ematics	   education.	   This	   trio	   included	   Ernest	   R.	   Ranucci	   from	   Weequahic	   High	  
School,	  Harold	  A.	  Gouss	  from	  Central	  High	  School	  and	  later	  on	  from	  South	  Side	  High	  
School,	  and	  Max	  A.	  Sobel	  from	  Robert	  Treat	  Junior	  High	  School	  who	  all	  graduated	  
from	  Montclair	  State	  College	  in	  1933,	  1937	  and	  1947,	  respectively.	  
	  
This	   trio	   studied	  under	   the	  noted	  duo	  of	  Professors	  Howard	  F.	   Fehr	  and	  Virgil	   S.	  
Mallory	   who	   were	   leaders	   in	   mathematics	   education	   at	   the	   state	   and	   national	  
levels	  at	  that	  time.	  Dr.	  Fehr	  later	  moved	  to	  Teachers	  College–Columbia	  University	  
and	  influenced	  many	  New	  Jersey	  educators	  who	  obtained	  advanced	  degrees	  there.	  
Dr.	  Mallory	  became	  head	  of	  the	  mathematics	  department	  at	  Montclair	  State	  College	  
nka	   Montclair	   State	   University	   and	   influenced	   many	   New	   Jersey	   educators	   who	  
later	   became	   noted	   in	   their	   own	   careers	   at	   the	   state	   and	   national	   mathematics	  
education	  level	  also.	  
	  
These	   five	   mathematics	   educators	   also	   served	   as	   Association	   of	   Mathematics	  
Teachers	   of	   New	   Jersey	   (AMTNJ)	   Presidents:	   Mallory	   1932-33,	   Fehr	   1941-42,	  
Ranucci	  1955-56,	  Sobel	  1958-59	  and	  Gouss	  1961-62.	  
	  
	  
Scroll	  down	  for	  a	  reprint	  of	  Newark	  city-wide	  mathematics	  activities	  held	  in	  1951.	  
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